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2006 Irrigation Records Reminder!!! 
 

     I would like to remind everyone of Irrigation Water 
Management (IWM) recordkeeping for crop year 2006.  This 
applies to everyone who has received EQIP and NSWCP 
cost-share assistance for installing irrigation practices over 
the last three years.  These records are to be kept on the  
NE-ENG-80 form on the field where the irrigation practices 
were installed.  Records to be kept are Soil Moisture Deficit, 
ET, Application Amounts, Flow Meter Readings, and Rainfall.  
Crop Consultant forms or any other forms are acceptable 
provided the same information is recorded. 
     For NSWCP cost-share, the NE-ENG-80 forms were 
previously sent in a packet to producers with their cost-share 
approval letters. 
     For EQIP cost-share, the NE-ENG-80 forms have just 
been mailed.  An Irrigation Scheduling Calendar that I 
created was also mailed as an option for keeping IWM 
records on. 
     Irrigation Water Management can help you manage your 
irrigation application during the summer.  The way this 
summer is starting, hot, dry, and high fuel prices, IWM may 
play a large factor by years end. 
     If you have any questions about Irrigation Water 
Management or need assistance getting started, call Curtis 
Scheele at 308-995-6121, Ext. 3. 
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Tri-Basin Irrigator Underway in 2006: 
     Hello everyone!  My name is Curtis Scheele, Water 
Management Specialist covering Gosper, Phelps, and 
Kearney counties.  I am with the NRCS located in the 
Holdrege office (see address and phone on backside). 
     For the second year, I will be providing you this short 
newsletter with irrigation information across the Tri-Basin 
NRD.  Hopefully, it will help you with your own irrigation 
management.  It will be sent bi-weekly during the irrigation 
season.  I know pivots have already run 2-3 times this year 
and I’m just now getting the newsletter out.  It’s supposed to 
rain in May, isn’t it?  This newsletter and archived copies will 
also be available on Central Irrigations website, 
www.cnppid.com, and Tri-Basin NRD’s website, 
www.tribasinnrd.org. 
     Feel free to contact your local NRCS office or myself with 
comments and feedback.  Are there other items you would 
like to see in the newsletter?  Do you know somebody else 
who would like to receive the newsletter?  The addresses and 
phone numbers of your local NRCS offices will be listed on 
the backside of each issue.  Also, if you wish to receive this 
newsletter via e-mail, contact your local NRCS office or 
myself. 
 
Stage of Growth: 
Corn (4-leaf to 6-leaf stage):  At 4 & 5-leaf, all leaves and 
ear shoots are being formed.  At about 5-leaf, a 
microscopically small tassel is formed in the stem apex tip.  
At 6-leaf, the growing point and tassel are above the soil 
surface and the stalk is beginning a period of elongation. 
Soybeans (Cotyledon to V1 stage):  From emergence to 
about the V1 stage, loss of one cotyledon has little affect on 
growth, but loss of both will reduce yields by 8-9%.  After V1, 
photosynthesis is adequate for the plant to sustain itself. 
 
Irrigation: 
Summer has arrived early and pivot irrigation has started.  
Lake McConaughy is at 40.4% capacity versus 36.9% a year 
ago.  Flows on the North Platte River @ Lewellen are at 299 
cfs versus 374 cfs a year ago.  The South Platte at Roscoe is 
flowing at 25 cfs versus 70 cfs one year ago. 
 
Rainfall: 
At the TBNRD office in Holdrege, precipitation for May 2006 
= 1.15” (Normal = 3.98”).  Precipitation for year 2006 = 5.15” 
(Normal = 8.96”)  The following rainfall amounts (inches) 
come from NeRAIN which can be found on Tri-Basin NRD’s 
website www.tribasinnrd.org.  Rainfall totals - May 1 thru 
May 31: 
 

Arapahoe 9.8 mi. NNE     1.27 
 

Bertrand 9.2 mi. SSW     1.17 
 

Funk 12.5 mi. N      0.88  
 

Wilcox 0.3 mi. SW     1.92  
 

Heartwell 3.7 mi. S     1.83  
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KRVN radio broadcasts,          http://krvn.com/,   Water Use Hotline – dial 1-800-993-2507 
Central Irrigation District Home page:  www.cnppid.com/  (Under News & Info, click on Weather/ET Data) 
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NRCS Nebraska  www.ne.nrcs.usda.gov/  Tri-Basin NRD Home Page  www.tribasinnrd.com 
Central Irrigation District www.cnppid.com/   High Plains Regional Climate Center www.hprcc.unl.edu 
UNL Cropwatch  cropwatch.unl.edu/   UNL – Water   extension-water.unl.edu/ 
Farmers Almanac  www.farmersalmanac.com 
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          - Tom Brokaw 
 
 
***  If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail, or have any questions, comments or ideas, feel free to 
contact Curtis Scheele at the NRCS office in Holdrege or your local NRCS office at the addresses or phone 
numbers listed below.  *** 
 

USDA-NRCS    USDA-NRCS 
1609 Burlington Street   309 Smith Street    USDA-NRCS 
PO Box 798    PO Box 41    1005 South Brown Street 
Holdrege, NE 68949-0798   Elwood, NE  68937-0041   Minden, NE  68959-2601 
308-995-6121, Ext. 3   308-785-3307, Ext. 3   308-832-1895, Ext. 3 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


