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PROGRAM INFORMATION

EQIP: SIGN-UP NOW FOR 2027 FUNDS TO ENSURE NOT MISSING
THE CUTOFF DATE.

CSP: CONTRACTS ARE BEING PREPPED FOR RANKING FOR 2026
FUNDS. SIGN-UP NOW FOR 2027 FUNDS TO ENSURE NOT MISSING
THE CUTOFF DATE.

NSWCP: NEw NSWCP FUNDS COME JULY 1°". IRRIGATION
APPLICATIONS FOR UNDERGROUND PIPE, SURGE VALVES, ETC. ARE
REVIEWED FOR FUNDING 4 TIMES A YEAR, SEPTEMBER, DECEMBER,
FEBRUARY, AND MAY (FOR SLIPPAGE). APPLICATIONS MUST BE
SIGNED BY THE OWNER. INSTALLATION WORK CANNOT BE STARTED
UNTIL APPROVED.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANT: As oF Now, USDA
RURAL DEVELOPMENT IS NOT ACCEPTING NEW APPLICATIONS DUE
TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 14315. FOR MORE 'INFORMATION CONTACT
JOLENE JONES AT RURAL DEVELOPMENT AT THE KEARNEY USDA
SERVICE CENTER AT 308-455-9840 OR AT
JOLENE.JONES@USDA.GOV.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY 3: INDEPENDENCE DAY OBSERVED — GOV’T OFFICES CLOSED
JULY 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY

JuLy 6: CNPPID BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

JuLy 15: TBNRD BoARD MEETING

CURTIS’S COLUMN

Same Ole Song and Dance

Attached to this newsletter is a summary of nitrogen/yield
comparisons from the 2025 UNL On-Farm Research Results
publication. The comparisons on my summary attachment are
pivot, gravity and dryland. There are other nitrogen/yield
comparisons in the UNL publication using biologicals and
sensor/image based technologies. As | summarize these
projects, farmers are spending more money than they need to
be. Based off nitrogen/yield dollars, the most profitable is lower
nitrogen rates than what the producer applies. Year in and year
out, the results are the same ole song and dance.

| have heard in the past that we need to see more research.
There is plenty of research out there. There are UNL On-Farm
Research publications going back to 2013 that have all kinds of
replicated research projects. To view these, you can go to:
https://on-farm-research.unl.edu/research-results/.

A note on the attached versus the actual publication, |
changed the price of corn from $4.22 per bushel to $4.50 per
bushel. The price of N on the attached is $0.70 per Ib.

I would like to key in a bit on a more specific same ole song
and dance. The attached has a research project located in
Madison County listed at the top of page 2 of 2. This one stood
out to me because Pat Nott (Tri-Basin NRD) and myself
assisted on this same type of project east of Minden in 2024.
The nitrogen inputs are basically the same with the same trend
results yield and profit wise. The most profitable is 40 Ibs less
than the producers normal rate. See comparisons below.

j:t: ;::g zigsz:zgzz_::;:::" UNL On-Farm Research - Pivots Yield /N net profit
JULY 25-30: PHELPS COUNTY FAIR N Applied Yield $4.50 Corn
#/Ac Bu/Ac $0.70N
REMINDER”’ Kearney | Madison | Kearney | Madison| Kearney Madison
_— 80 84 230 195 | $ (100.50)| $ (97.40)
Leaf Tissue Samples 120 123 260 224 |$ 650|$ 580
For CSP contract holders who need to complete 160 163 269 231 |$ 19.00($ 9.30
corn leaf tissue samples as a part of your CSP 200 202 271 235 Base Base

requirements for your 2020 payment, now would
be a good time to start planning for this. The
following are guidelines:

- 1 leaf sample per 40 acres or less per
management system.

- Samples taken prior to tassel.

- 15-20 plant leaves per sample.

- Sample leaves are ear shoot leaves. If
samples prior to ear shoot leaf, samples will be
the youngest mature leaf (top leaf with a collar).

- Dirty/dusty samples should be lightly rinsed.
Over-rinsing can leach out soluble nutrients.

- Samples should be air dried or placed in a
paper bag for shipping.

- Contact your lab for additional information on
sampling and analysis.

| remember a surge fertigation project in 1998 and 1999
done in the same location here in Phelps County. | went back
to look at those results. Same ole song and dance. See below.

Surge Fertigation - Phelps County Yield /N net profit
N Applied Yield $4.50 Corn
#/Ac Bu/Ac $0.70N
1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999
105 146 208 194 $ 6350(% 28.80
155 191 208 198 $ 2850(|$% 15.30
215 221 211 196 Base Base

The research is out there and the results, well, it's the same ole
song and dance year in and year out. Every field can be a
research field and it doesn’t need to be difficult. As one
producer said, “It's worth it to try something, learn from it, which
can ultimately save more money in the long run.”
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CNPPID Notes &=

Colors of Water Tool

Water management in the Platte River Basin is essential for
irrigation, energy production, wildlife habitat preservation,
groundwater recharge, and recreation. The Central Nebraska
Public Power and Irrigation District plays a key role in managing
Nebraska’s water resources as the owner and operator of Lake
McConaughy, which supports these critical functions.

The Colors of Water Tool was developed to provide a clear,
visually intuitive representation of water flow within Central’s
system and other key downstream locations. Designed as a
graphical feature on Central’'s website, it enhances
transparency and helps the public and water management
stakeholders understand how water moves through the system.

Building on Central’'s commitment to accessible water
management data, the tool integrates real-time information from
stream and lake monitoring stations, using data from the
Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment
(NeDWEE) and the United States Geological Survey (USGS).
Water flows through rivers, streams, and diversions are
categorized based on their intended use. These use-based flow
portions, referred to as “Colors of Water”, are visually
represented in pie charts within the interactive map.

Visit Colors of Water Tool https.//cnppid-cow.vercel.app.

Tri-BAsIN NRD NEws & 2%
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Groundwater Management Reminders
Groundwater Quantity Management (Water Use)
Please check your flow meters to make sure they are
working properly. If your meter is not working or you have
replaced it, contact Tammy Fahrenbruch at 308-995-6688.
Cost-share assistance may be available for a new meter;
contact your local NRCS office for more information.

Groundwater Quality Management (Nitrogen
Management/GMA)

Phase Il & lll: Take water samples this July
or August for your 2027 Nitrogen Management
Crop Reports. If you have questions about
these requirements or reports, call Pat Nott at
308-995-6688.

Water Quality Sampling: NRD Staff will be
out collecting water samples around the district.

Chemigation

We are currently scheduling both new and routine
chemigation inspections. In the Tri-Basin NRD, inspections are
required every three years for your system to remain renewable.

If you experience problems with your system or make any
changes, please contact the NRD to schedule an inspection.
For questions about these requirements, call Jane or Sasha at
308-995-6688.

WATER TESTING

NEBRASKA EXTENSION ExTRAs N EXtension

Disease Season Has Bequn

Disease season has started. With the wind and hail, some
of the recent storms have given us the environment needed with
damaged plant tissues for bacterial diseases like Goss’s wilt,
bacterial stalk rot, and bacterial leaf streak to enter into the
tissues of corn plants. The key to bacterial diseases is to
remember that they cannot be controlled with fungicides.
Fungal disease have also started to occur in corn crops. Tar
spot has already been confirmed in Phelps County this week.
In the coming weeks | will also start to keep watch on the
southern rust maps to watch for it coming into the state as well
as scouting for it. As of June 24" it has not been scouted in
any fields in Nebraska, but time has come to start keeping
watch as we move into the latter weeks of July. | have QR
codes for the southern rust map and crop watch so that you can
keep informed on diseases that could be coming in the next few
weeks.

Southern Rust Map

Personal Protection

Though | know you have heard it almost to the point of
irritation, personal protection equipment is essential when
mixing, loading, and applying pesticides. There are several
studies that show that consistent use of PPE leads to reduced
risk of chronic illnesses such as cancer or Parkinson’s disease.
PPE use will also keep you safe from acute toxicity as well.
While PPE is required by law, more importantly, it's to keep you
safe and out of the hospital. With PPE use, you should also be
aware of the temperature for the day of application. While PPE
will keep you safe from the chemicals it can become a detriment
in extreme heat with the added nonbreathable layers. This
does not however mean you should not use them. Try to make
any dealings with chemicals be done in the cooler parts of the
day and if that is not possible do it in short periods with plenty of
water available to drink. All that to say with spray season
ramping up in the coming weeks, be safe, nothing is worth
risking your health over.
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NAWNMNN CroP ET INFORMATION

Additional Information and other ET resources can be found at websites listed under “Crop ET Information” below.

2026 Map of TBAWMN Sites across the Tri-Basin NRD

Crop Coefficients (Kc)
Inches of Crop Water Use (ET) = seame Soybeans
tage Kc Stage Kc
2 leaf 0.10 Cotyledon 0.10
Reference ET x K¢
4 leaf 0.18 1st Node 0.20
6 leaf 0.35 2nd Node 0.40
June 8 - June 14 June 15 - June 22 8 leaf 0.51 3rd Node 0.60
10 leaf 0.69 Beg. Bloom 0.90
Site | Reference ET | Rain | Reference ET | Rain 12 leaf 0.88 Full Bloom 1.00
14 leaf 1.01 Beg. Pod 1.10
1 1.90 0.25 1.70 0.24 16 leaf 1.10 Full Pod 1.10
Silk - Beg. Dent 1.10 Beg. Seed 1.10
2 2.00 0.11 1.70 0.30 Ya Milk Line 1.04 Full Seed 1.10
Full Dent (= Milk) 0.98 Yellow Leaf 1.00
3 2.00 0.50 2.00 0.38 % Milk Line 0.79 Beg. Mat. 0.90
4 1.90 0.30 2.20 0.54 Black Layer 0.60 Full Mat. 0.20
- . . . Full Maturity 0.10 Mature 0.10
5 1.90 0.35 1.60 0.40
P STAGE INF ATION
6 1.80 0.86 1.60 0.18 Corn (V4-4 Leaf to V14-14-Leaf stage): At V9, the tassel
begins to develop. Nutrients and water are in greater demand
7 1.90 0.71 2.10 0.40 starting at V10. V15 is the beginning of the most crucial
8 1.80 1.36 2.10 0.17 period of plant development in terms of seed yield.
9 2.00 0.30 1.70 0.38 Avg. daily water use from June 15 — June 22 was 0.047-0.32".
10 1.80 1.27 1.70 0.11 Soybeans (V2-2"¢ Node to V6-6" Node stage): By V5, the
. . . . lateral roots will completely reach across 30 inch rows.
Vertical root growth increases sharply at R1-Beg. Bloom.
! —_\ - o - Secondary roots and root hairs proliferate after R1 in the top 9
| I ( w i I P | /‘ inches.
L ‘#2 “ [ i Avg. daily water use from June 15 — June 22 was 0.09-0.24".
— 8
BN e, | #6 #0 — June 15-June 22 (10 of 10 TBAWMN sites reporting): Avg.
k. ‘ A #10 weekly rainfall was 0.31 (range 0.11 to 0.54). Avg. weekly ET
N #3 - e for corn was 1.14 and for soybeans was 1.02.
‘ ® OIArege § Mmden
#1 ‘ "
* #5q #q ‘ 4 P ET INFORMATION
\‘ ¥ | = [ ]

TBAWMN Sites: https.//www.tribasinnrd.org/tbawmn

CropWatch: https.//cropwatch.unl.edu/gdd-etdata
Texting: Sasha Hahn at TBNRD: 308-995-6688

CORN STAGE DESCRIPTION
Va4 4 Leaves Leaf stage is defined by number of leaves with visible collars. The collar is a discolored line where the
leaf meets the stalk. This line circles the stalk. TIP: Mark the 6th leaf or a higher leaf by cutting a notch
V10 10 Leaves in it or some other way so as to know that leaf number. Reason is the lower leaves will be lost as the
plant develops. Flag or somehow mark the plant in the field as a reference plant when determining later
V16 16 Leaves leaf (vegetative) stages.
SOYBEAN STAGE DESCRIPTION
V2 has 2 nodes on main stem, each with a trifoliate leaf with unfolded leaflets. Plant has 3 nodes
V2 Second Node ) e e
total: 1 unifoliate + 2 trifoliates
. V5 has 5 nodes on main stem, each with a trifoliate leaf with unfolded leaflets. Plant has 6 nodes
V5 Fifth Node o e
total: 1 unifoliate + 5 trifoliates
R1 B%g::)nonr;]ng At least one open flower is present at any main stem node.
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LAKE AND RIVER LEVELS

CNPPID Reservoir Elevation and Capacity as well as Platte
River Flow data listed below and other locations can be found
on CNPPID’s website at http.//cnppid.com/wp-

WEBSITES OF INTEREST

NRCS Nebraska
Farm Service Agency

www.ne.nrcs.usda.gov
www.fsa.usda.gov
www.tribasinnrd.org/

TBNRD Home Page

content/uploads/2016/06/lakeRiverData.html.

Central Irrigation District

www.cnppid.com/

cropwatch.unl.edu

extensionpubs.unl.edu/

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/nadm/Home.aspx

www.notill.org

www.nres.usda.qgov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/

www.nebraskastateirrigationassociation.org/

Rainfall amounts listed below and other locations come from
NeRAIN which can be found at website
https://nednr.nebraska.qov/NeRain/Maps/maps.

UNL Cropwatch
June. 25, 2026, 1 Year Ago UNL Extension
8:00 AM Drought Monitor
El. & Cap. — Lake ) o ) o
McConaughy 3218.2 ft - 37.5% | 3231.6 ft - NA% No-till On The Plains
Soil Health:
Inflows to Lake 162 cfs 507 cfs
McConaughy NE State Irfia A
Flows on the ate lImg ASsoc
North Platte at 860 cfs 902 cfs
North Platte
RAINFALL
Flows on the |
South Platte at 243 cfs 437 cfs
North Platte
Flows on the
Platte at Kearney 1460 cfs 1690 cfs Location:

Loomis 0.2 mi. SW:

Minden 7.2 mi. W:
Minden 8.8 mi. ESE

Elwood 1.81 mi. NW:

Holdrege 0.49 mi. WNW:

June 11 — June 24

May 1 — June 24

1.19
1.25
0.87
1.25

: 1.03

6.00
5.73
6.43
4.84
6.74

Average Rain for May-June in Holdrege = 8.04 Inches

*** If you wish to receive this newsletter via e-mail, or have any questions, comments or ideas, feel free to
contact Curtis Scheele at the NRCS office in Holdrege or you can email him at curtis.scheele@usda.gov. ***

USDA

USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service
1609 Burlington Street 309 Smith Street
PO Box 798 PO Box 41
Holdrege, NE 68949-0798 Elwood, NE 68937-0041
308-995-6121, Ext. 3 308-785-3307, Ext. 3

@CENTM

tion Service

Central Nebraska Public Power & Irrigation District
415 Lincoln Street

PO Box 740

Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-8601

-~ % '’
F Yo d
Platunal Posownces District

Tri-Basin Natural Resources District
1723 Burlington Street

Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-6688

N EXTENSION

Nebraska Extension
1308 2" Street
Holdrege, NE 68949

PO Box 146
Elwood, NE 68937

308-995-4222 308-785-2390

1005 South Brown Street
Minden, NE 68959-2601

308-832-2280, Ext. 3

424 North Colorado

PO Box 31

Minden, NE 68959

308-832-0645

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees,
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination
complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office

or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: mailto:program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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